
Carter Arnot Polakoff  
President and CEO

I am very excited to share this annual update with you, now in my role as the new President and CEO 
of Port Discovery Children’s Museum! Since taking the lead in October 2021, I have spent much time 
reflecting on the incredible work completed last year by the museum’s amazing board and staff in the 
face of unimaginable circumstances.  

The fiscal year began in July 2020 with the museum building still closed in lockdown; however, our 
museum staff understood better than most the toll that prolonged isolation was taking on Maryland 
children and families. That summer, our Education department ramped up its virtual programming and 
was offering a robust menu of virtual field trips and workshops. Our partnerships team was making 
new connections through the distribution of thousands of PlayPacks and learning kits, which provided 
regional children with supplies and resources to support purposeful learning at home.  

Then, in October 2020, we made the momentous decision to reopen to the public (with reduced 
capacity limits). Our cautious optimism bloomed through fall 2020 and winter 2021 as we witnessed 
families return to the museum to play, to relax, to learn, and to reconnect as a family. We are grateful to 
all of the visitors and members in FY21 who trusted the museum to be a safe place to come to and 
stretch out after the confines of home. 

The first half of 2021 continued at a measured pace, with more and more attendance days sold out 
(again, operating with reduced capacity limits); 10-week sessions of virtual after school programming 
at 15 schools; strengthened partnerships with Baltimore City Schools, House of Ruth, Asylee Women 
Enterprise, Centro Sol, and the Esperanza Center; and the launch of the PlayMakers access program, 
which provides reduced admission of $3 per person to Maryland families who present an EBT/
Independence Card or WIC ID card, valid for up to five family members and available on any day the 
Museum is open to the general public. 

I will not lie – FY21 was bittersweet, to put it mildly. The museum both had to make some difficult 
administrative decisions as well be a part of the learning recovery effort for Maryland children and 
families.  

As you review the recap of Port Discovery’s fiscal year, I hope it inspires you to continue to be part 
of our forward journey. We survived FY21 due to the unwavering support of dedicated donors, large and 
small, like you who understood the museum’s value and commitment to children and families. For this 
next year, we aim to thrive! 

With gratitude,  

FY 21 Year In Review
July 1, 2020- June 30, 2021



FY21 By the Numbers 

Since reopening in October 2020, Port Discovery operates 
at a reduced capacity: 4 days per week (Wednesday, Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday), 2 play sessions per day (10am-1pm 
and 2pm-5pm), with a 25% occupancy limit (which equals 300 
visitors per session, up to 600 visitors per day).  

With these parameters in place, in FY21: 

• 32,640 visitors came to Port Discovery between
October 2020 and June 2021

• 780 new families joined or renewed their museum
membership

• In its first two months of launch (May-June 2021), the
Playmakers access program drew in 124 families
(totaling 198 children and adults) to the museum

Our educational department built robust programming and 
created resources to meet a variety of community needs, 
for which the following took place in FY21:  

• 66 sessions of live virtual programs (one-off workshops)
that serviced 3,346 students and 800 adults/caregivers/
teachers: 4146 total participants.

• 14 live virtual after-school sessions (encompassing 3-5
meetings per session) that served 998 students and 339
adults/caregivers/teachers: 1337 total participants.

• Virtual programming reached students and adults in
16 Maryland counties as well as in Washington DC;
Cobb County, GA; Fairfax County, VA; and King County,
Washington State!

• Museum on the Road visited four locations where we
safely served 335 children and adults with on-site  in-person
workshops.

• Over 5000 PlayPacks and learning kits were assembled and
distributed to numerous Baltimore City and nearby County
schools, Baltimore County Public Library, regionwide Judy
Centers, and several Y of Central Maryland afterschool
locations.

• 42 adults were trained and 38 kits distributed as part of
our NICU Goslings neonatal program that educates families,
caregivers, and hospital volunteers on how best to engage
with premature infants using early language and literacy
activities.



Port Discovery Board of Directors 

Dennis F. Rasmussen – Chair
President, The Rasmussen Group 

Monica Brandes – Vice Chair 
Senior Vice President, Bank of America 

Carim Khouzami – Vice Chair 
Chief Executive Officer, BGE 

Mark Pollak, Esq. –Secretary 
Partner, Ballard Spahr, LLP 

Gordon M. Stetz, Jr. – Treasurer 
Retired Chief Financial Officer, McCormick & Co., Inc. 

Douglas L. Becker 
 Chair Emeritus 
Founder and Chairman, Laureate Education, Inc. 
Founder and Partner, Sterling Partners 

Stephen Canaras 
Partner, Growth Markets-Assurance, 
Ernst & Young LLP  

Holly Carnevale  
Partner, PricewaterhouseCoopers 

Angela Celestin 
EVP and Chief Human Resources Officer, Carefirst 

William S. Corey, Jr. 
Assurance & Senior Relationship Partner, 
PricewaterhouseCoopers 

Sal Dhanani 
Vice President, Corporate Strategy, T. Rowe Price 

Daniel Fulmer 
Administrative Vice President - 
Retail Senior Sales Strategy and Planning Manager, 
M&T Bank 

Robert E. Gabrys, Ph.D. 
Chief Educational Program Officer, 
NASA/Goddard Space Flight Center 

Jeffrey Graham  
Director, Commercial Finance, Pandora Jewelry 

Randy Guttman  
General Partner & CFO, JMI Equity 

Kathleen S. Hardway 
Partner, Venable, LLP 

Charlie Hatter 
Owner, Prime Building Advantage & Monument 
Sotheby’s International Realty  

Dana Henson 
Vice President, 
The Henson Development Company 

Anthony V. Imbraguglio 
Vice President Finance, 
US Consumer Products Division, 
McCormick & Company 

Matthew D. Klaiber 
Principal, Miles & Stockbridge P.C. 

Chad Lane 
President, Allegis Global Solutions 

Clarke Langrall, Jr. 
President, Forecast Strategic Advisors 

M. Gay G. Legg

Brooke Lierman 
Maryland State House of Delegates 

Jennifer B. Litchman, MA 
Senior Vice President for External Relations 
Special Assistant to the President, 
University of Maryland, Baltimore 

William Palmer 
Executive Vice President, 
Flavor & Fragrance Specialties, Inc. 

Teresa Payne-Nunn 
Vice President, Executive Leadership Council  

Melanie Perreault 
Provost and Executive Vice President 
for Academic Affairs, Towson University 

Brice Phillips 
Vice President - 
Business Development & Sustainability, 
Phillips Foods, Inc. 

Thomas S. Pilkerton III 
Partner, DLA Piper 

Christopher S. Ripley 
President & CEO, Sinclair Broadcast Group 
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Shantell Roberts 
Founder and Executive Director, Touching Young Lives, Inc. 

Daniel T. Russell, CPA.ABV.CFF, CVA, CFE, MSA 
Partner, HeimLantz CPAs & Advisors, LLC 

Barbara Tachovsky 

Morry Zolet 
Executive Director, 
The Zolet Lenet and Fink Group at Morgan Stanley 

Thank you to our FY21 donors! 
Your support of Port Discovery sustained the museum through 
a challenging year, and your trust in the museum to serve 
Maryland children and families provided our staff and board 
the motivation to persevere, innovate, and deliver.   

*The list below represents gifts and donations made across all
museum campaigns between July 2020 and June 2021*

Organizations 
Allegis Global Solutions
Allegis Group Foundation  
Amazon Smile
Armada Hoffler  
ASC Partners, LLC  
Associated Black Charities  
Baltimore Community Foundation 
Baltimore Nonprofit Relief Fund, a partnership   
   between Baltimore City and the Baltimore Civic Fund  
The Citizens of Baltimore County
Bank of America  
The Herbert Bearman Foundation, Inc. 
BGE
Bright Horizons
Campbell Foundation, Inc.
CareFirst Blue Cross Blue Shield 
Chespeake Employers Insurance Company 
Combined Charity Campaign
Jack Kent Cooke Foundation
The Cordish Companies
Curio Wellness
Helen Pumphrey Denit Charitable Trust, 
   Bank of America, N.A., Trustee
Dr. Frank C. Marino Foundation, Inc. 
Ernst & Young LLP
Eureka Strategic Consulting
Exelon Corporation
Flavor & Fragrance Specialties, Inc.
The Goldsmith Family Foundation, Inc. 
The LaVerna Hahn Charitable Trust 
Heritage Financial Consultants, LLC 
Houff Foundation

Howard Bank
Howard County Government 

and the Howard County Arts Council 
The Huether/McClelland Foundation, Inc.
J.P. Morgan
JMI Equity
The Kahlert Foundation, Inc. 
Kiwanis Club of Baltimore City 
The Matthew Korn and Cynthia Miller 

Family Foundation 
The John J. Leidy Foundation 
The Reginald F. Lewis Foundation, Inc. 
Lewis Contractors 
Mary and Daniel Loughran Foundation 
M&T Bank
Lois & Philip Macht Family 

Philanthropic Fund of THE ASSOCIATED 
Maryland 529 College Savings Plan Maryland 
Department of Housing & Community Development 
Maryland Soybean Board 
Maryland State Arts Council 
State of Maryland 
McCormick & Company, Inc. 
The John P. and Elizabeth Y. McKinnell   

Family Fund 
The Morris A. Mechanic Foundation, Inc. 
Joseph & Harvey Meyerhoff Family Charitable Funds 
Middendorf Foundation, Inc. 
Morgan Stanley
MR2 Charitable Fund 
Municipal Employees Credit Union of Baltimore, Inc.
Network for Good
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Continued

Organizations 
Northrop Grumman Corporation 
The Orokawa Foundation
Pandora Jewelry, LLC
Phillips Foods, Inc.
J.S. Plank and D.M. DiCarlo Family Foundation, Inc. 
Platform Construction, LLC
The Sallie Lowenthal Memorial Trust 
   by and through the PNC Charitable Trust  
   Grant Review Committee 
PricewaterhouseCoopers 
PricewaterhouseCoopers Charitable Foundation 
Quantum Group, The
RBC Wealth Management 
Resolute Technologies 
Nora Roberts Foundation 
Rodgers Forge Painting 
Ida & Joseph Shapiro Foundation, Inc. 

Individuals
David Abramoff
Karen and Andy Abrams
Sarah Altschuller
Francis and Helen Anderson
Susan and Bowie Arnot
Rhea Arnot and Helmut Jenkner
Chris Baggan
Maggie Beck
Erin and Douglas Becker
Rheda Becker and Robert E. Meyerhoff
Jennifer and Tony Bedon
Clare Bever
Suzanne and Mike Bloom
Lauren Blum
Adam and Meredith Borden
Kathleen Bonsall and Bruce Grau
Meredith and Adam Borden
Leslie B. Borenstein
Frank Boston
Elizabeth and Timothy Boswell
Liz and Graham Boyce
Monica Brandes and George Jones
Ronae and Malcolm Brock
Cassandra and Andrew Brooks
Annie Brown
Ronnie Buerger
Tracy Bumba
Mary Catherine Bunting
Kim and Steve Canaras 
Holly and Peter Carnevale
Angela and Steven Celestin

Sinclair Broadcast Group
Stewart Title Guaranty
Stifel
T. Rowe Price Foundation, Inc.
TD Bank
T Mobile
Transamerica
University of Maryland, Baltimore
Vanguard Charitable
The Venable Foundation
W.R. Grace & Co.
Walmart Foundation
E.C. Wareheim Foundation
WBAL Kids Campaign
The Whiting-Turner Contracting Company 
Thomas Wilson Foundation
Zolet Lenet and Fink Group at Morgan Stanley

Catherine Chasen
Fredy Chevez
Alcinda Cirwithian
Pamela Collins
Cynthia Conklin and Robert Merbler 
Erin and Robert Cooke
Bonnie S. Copeland
Maggie and Reed Cordish
Cathryn and Bill Corey
Louise and Nicholas Cortezi
B.J. and William Cowie
Kimberley Crabbe
Laird Creighton
James E. Crisp
Ellen and Bruce Crouthamel
Debbie and Felix Dawson
Eden Denardi
Elizabeth Devilliers
Rebecca Dezube
Rena Diana
Dominic DiBartolomeo
Dana DiCarlo
Madeline Dick and Michael Phipps
Martina and Nicholas Dilks
Jeannine Disviscour and David Berman
Miriam and Steve Dubin
Christine and Charles Eccles
Susie and Sylvan Feldman
Pamela Felton
Muffy and Charlie Fenwick
Emanuel Figueroa



Raina and Guy Filippelli
Leslye and Victor Fitterman
Gina Fonner
Arlene Forastiere and Gary Goldstein
Susan and Michael Ford
Joyce and Arnold Fruman
Aimee and Mark Fulchino
Daniel Fulmer
Margaret and Bob Gabrys
Elizabeth and William Gaines
Ciera Gallub
Jill and Ira Gansler
Gabriel Garcia
Geoffrey Garth
Christina and Ethan Giffin
Elizabeth Glass
Barbara and Mark Goldman
Catherine and Jerome Goldman 
Ana Goldseker and Sean Berenholtz 
Shelley and Sheldon Goldseker 
Jerome Berenholtz and Sandra Gordon 
Jeffrey Graham
Nancy Grasmick
Bruce Grau and Kathleen Bonsall 
Mary and Harold Graul
Catherine and Anthony Green Elizabeth 
Greenblatt and Steven Buckler 
Melissa and Randy Guttman
Patricia and Peter Handal
Cheryl M Hankin
Kathleen Hardway
Chelsea and Tim Hartnett
Ashley and Charlie Hatter
Dana Henson
Delaphine and Daniel Henson
Jane and Dennis Herman
Debra Hettleman
Gina and Daniel Hirschhorn
Elizabeth and Greg Hobelmann
Beverly Hoffberg
Karen Hoffberger
Patricia Hoge
Janet and Doug Houff
Amy and Allan House
Jeannie Howe and Alan Kreizenbeck
Thomas Hunt
Nancy and Anthony Imbraguglio
Pat Isaac
Andrew Johnston
Linda and Richard Jones
Victoria Joseph
Roberta and Greg Kahlert

Thomas Kane
Gail and Leonard Kaplan
Nikki and Mike Kastanakis
Jo Keller
Maggie and Bruce Kennedy
Mara-lee and Carim Khouzami 
Patricia Kiser
Gretchen and Matthew Klaiber
Patty and Justin Klein
Barbara and Robert Landau
Mary and Clarke Langrall
Patricia and Taylor Latham
Tracy Lea
Benson Legg
Gay and Chris Legg
Mary Lepley
Julie Lewis
Brooke Lierman
Sandra Liotta and Carl Osterman 
Jennifer and Jonathan Litchman 
Lindsay Machak
Amy Macht and George Grose
Zoraida Marrero
Lawrence Martin
Catherine and George McClelland 
Jennifer and Paul McKinnell
Ashley McLain
Jean and Chris Mellott
Anne Mickle
Mary and James Miller
Faith and Thomas Millspaugh
Pam and Bill Minor
Miharu Morimoto
Birgitta Moylan
Robyn Murphy
Danielle Nekimken and Gayle Mahn 
Kristin Newhall MacMillan
Kathryn Newhall
Jennifer Nolley
Janet and Willy Palmer
Karla Paluck
Andrew Parchman
Bryn and Todd Parchman
Jack Parchman
Kallie Parchman
Tom Paullin
Teresa Payne-Nunn
Wendy and Adam Peake
Andrea and Jay Perman
 Brian Pieninck
Jacqueline and Thomas Pilkerton
Mary and Gregory Pinkard
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Jayne H. Plank
Joanne and Mark Pollak
Joe Preller
Armando Quintananieves
Zaheeda Rahemtulla
Senator Dennis F. Rasmussen 
Christine and Christopher Ripley 
Jonathan Rivlin
George Roche
Emily and James Rowan
Jean and Robert Ryan
Daniel Saffron
Nancy and John Sasser
Elaine and Robert Schaefer
Patricia and Kurt Schmoke
Dara and Charles Schnee
Matthew Schneider
Nanci and Ritchie Sebeniecher 
Paulette Shanks
Sonya Sharififard
Avital Shaul
Faye and Stuart Silberg
David Silverman
James John Skordas Jr.
Hope Smith
Janet Marie Smith and F. Barton Harvey 
Marta Erling Spangler
Toni and Jason St. John
Nicole Stappler
Joanie and Gordon Stetz
Elsie Stines
Theodore Sudol
Sally Sullivan
Cheryl and Richard Sunderland
Lizzy Sweeney
Barbara and John Tachovsky
Nora and Jeffrey Thompson
Sharon Tufaro
Bryce Turner
Erica and Brent Warner
Whitney and Chris Wasson
Susan Waters
Jane Webster
Karen Weinstein
Holly and Robert Weltchek 
Michele L. Whelley
Daisy and Gavin Youngquist
Johan Zea
Emily Zikorus
Lisa and Morry Zolet
Brigid and Greg Zuknick


