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What an
extraordinary year

FY2022
WOW! What an extraordinary year. I am so grateful for all
that the Museum team and I have survived and thrived in
this fiscal year. So much has happened since I became
President of Port Discovery in October 2021 – it has truly
been a learning journey that has oriented the Museum for
focused growth. Preparing this annual report has been a
wonderful opportunity to review our work of the past year,
applaud our successes, as well as reflect on lessons learned.

Museum staff and I spent FY2022 strengthening Port Discovery’s core 
mission of connecting children and families to opportunities for 
purposeful play and learning within our walls and beyond. This mission 
played out in quantity and quality with new programming, targeted
partnerships, and investment in essential access initiatives – all while carefully
navigating health metrics, reopening protocols, and listening to our visitors in 
order to provide the safest and most fulfilling experience at the Museum. 

In the following pages, you will read about the exciting and meaningful work of the past twelve months,
including: the launch of Two Generations At Play and about the cohorts of Fathers at Play and Parent at
Play, both of which were designed for parents of young children to have time together to learn bonding
strategies, network, and build support systems; strengthened partnerships with the City of Baltimore
Health Department and Johns Hopkins to host on-site vaccine clinics; and celebrating the results of the
PlayMakers access program on its one year anniversary.

The Museum’s priority for FY22 was clear – to support the social-emotional health of and fill in the
learning gaps for families as we navigated community reopening. We were sure of our direction as we
saw visitors steadily coming back to the museum throughout 2022. What a joy it was to see our walls
slowly fill with laughter, wonder, learning, and excitement as more and more families came to Port
Discovery, knowing it was a trusted, safe space. While there were some expected dips and challenges
during the winter, the spring and summer brought sunnier skies and renewed enthusiasm for both visitors
and staff.

With foundational programming in place and strengthening visitor data, Port Discovery is charting a
hope-filled and purposeful future. We are so lucky to have a robust constellation of partners, supporters,
and advocates – like you! – who are equally committed to Port Discovery’s mission of serving children
and families. We hope that this Annual Report gives you as much optimism as it does us. 

With gratitude,

Carter Arnot Polakoff
President and CEO
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FY22 By the Numbers
137,678 
Total attendance in fiscal year 2022 

2,244
Museum memberships sold or renewed

12,274
Student and school groups who came to the
Museum for in-person on-site visits -- 44%
representing Title I Schools 

5,872
Students and teachers served through
outreach programs at schools, community
centers, and educational partners

3,300
Attendees who got a taste of Port Discovery at 36
community events around the region, including the
Maryland Zoo, Dundalk Street Festival, Horizon Day Camp
Cancer Walk, and Fort Meade family day

2,571
Students and youth groups served with live
virtual programming

171
ANumber of hours dedicated to the Museum by corporate
volunteers. Thank you to PricewaterhouseCoopers, BGE,
and Morgan Stanley! 

Event
Highlight

For four consecutive
Saturdays, Port Discovery
hosted a suite of health,
wellness, and family fun
activities throughout the
museum, including all-day
free COVID-19 vaccine
clinics, dance and movement
programming, and
pediatrician Q&A. A huge
thank you to CareFirst,
University of Maryland, and
the City of Baltimore for
supporting this effort!

119 Vaccines given

5000
Museum tickets
provided to vaccine
clinics across
Baltimore City
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PlayMakers
PlayMakers celebrated its one year anniversary in FY22! This access program provides reduced admission
of $3 per person to Maryland families currently receiving nutritional assistance who present an
EBT/Independence Card or WIC ID card, available on any day the Museum is open to the general public
for up to five family members. Importantly, PlayMakers is a program that frames a visit to the museum as
an invitation to participate, rather than a charitable event, as its scheduling flexibility gives families agency
over their museum visit experience and encourages them to return and develop museum going habits. 

7,678 families partook in the PlayMakers program to visit Port Discovery in FY22

10% of PlayMkers families became repeat visitors to Port Discovery

Data shows that families are coming from as close as the Water Street apartments a few blocks
away from the Museum, and as far as Hagerstown, Frederick, Waldorf, Elkton, Easton, and Salisbury.
PlayMakers families from almost all Maryland counties have come to Port Discovery!

Two Generations at Play
We were proud to intorduce Two Generations At Play in FY22! This initiative targets the growth and
development of young children from birth to age five in conjunction with strengthening their relationships
with adults and caregivers. Two Generations At Play was piloted with Fathers At Play, a series of weekly
workshops where fathers/male caregivers learned about the basics of childhood development, play-
based interaction strategies, and networking opportunities. 

In FY22, Fathers at Play:
Hosted 4 cohorts of fathers over 16 workshop sessions
Provided services to fathers in Baltimore City, St. Mary’s County, and Charles County
Served a total of 29 dads and 37 children between the ages of 1 and 10
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A Notable Homecoming

After a nationwide search, Carter Arnot
Polakoff was selected as Port Discovery’s
second ever President & CEO in October
2021. A former Museum intern and
founding staff member, Carter proudly
returned to Port Discovery in the fall of
2020 first as Vice President, before being
named President & CEO. 

A Milestone Goodbye

 

After 20+ years at the helm, Bryn Parchman
retired as Port Discovery’s President & CEO

in 2021. A beloved leader in Baltimore’s
cultural community, Bryn has been a part of

Port Discovery since its opening in the
historic fish market building at 35 Market
Place through the grand reopening of a

port-themed renovation in 2019

image: Bryn Parchman with Board Chair Dennis Rasmussen. 
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PLAY IT FORWARD

2022
After two years, Port Discovery’s staff was thrilled to welcome
its supporters, families, and friends back into the Museum for
two nights of purposeful play! Under the theme of a Carnival

of Play, over 500 guests over two nights – one night for
grownups and the second for the whole family – came to Port
Discovery to mix, mingle, and be reminded of how much fun it

is to learn and play and laugh together. 
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2022 PLAY IT FORWARD

PlayMaker

J.S. Plank & D.M. DiCarlo Family Foundation, Inc.
Lewis Contractors

Champion

McCormick & Co., Inc. 
Pandora Jewelry 
Sinclair Broadcast Group 
University of Maryland, Baltimore 
The Whiting-Turner Contracting Company

Champion

Allegis Global Solutions 
BGE 
The Cordish Companies 
Lori & Chad Hatter 
The Houff Foundation/Ashley & Charlie Hatter 
Janet & Willy Palmer 
George A. Roche 
Joanie & Gordon Stetz 

Hero

Ernst & Young, LLP
First National Bank
Greenspring Realty Partners 
Groove Commerce 
Heritage Financial Consultants 
MedStar Heath 
Monument Sotheby's International Realty 
PricewaterhouseCoopers 
Stewart Title Guaranty Company 
Zolet Lenet and Fink Group at Morgan Stanley

PD Friend

Monica Brandes & George F. Jones III
Capital Services 
Cathryn & Bill Corey/Stewart Title Foundation 
Martina & Nick Dilks 
Melissa & Randy Guttman 
Nancy & Tony Imbraguglio 
Robyn & Jason Murphy

Individual Donors

Anonymous
Rhea Arnot and Helmut Jenkner
Shelby Attman 
Bonnie Aubuchon
Chris Baggan 
Robin & Toby Bozzuto
Sana Brooks 
Catherine and Brandon Chasen
Gwendolyn Cooper 
Debra Dawson 
Jeannine Disviscour & David Berman 
Susie & Sylvan Feldman
Andrew Felix 
Ciera Gallub
Kathleen Hardway
Pete Hilsee
Betsey Hobelmann 
Patricia & Patrick Hoge
Lilly Hunter
Erin Knott 
Jane Levinson
Linda Lo Cascio
Amy Macht & George Grose 
The Marion I. and Henry J. Knott Foundation, Inc. 
Carolyn & Michael Meredith
Pam & Bill Minor 
Adrienne Peres
Carter Arnot Polakoff 
David Polonsky
Karol Pope
Daniel Russell 
Tadd Russo 
Patricia & Kurt Schmoke
Patricia Selko 
Victoria Semanie 
Karen Weinstein
Brigid Zuknick 

Media sponsors

(cool) Progeny 
The Daily Record 
WYPR 88.1 FM
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Thank You!
Thank you to all of our supporters who gave in past last year! Your donations were essential for Port
Discovery as we navigated toward a better, brighter future. Your trust in the museum to serve Maryland
children and families provided our staff and board the motivation to persevere, innovate, and deliver. 

*The list below represents gifts and donations made across all museum campaigns between July 2021 and June 2022*

Organizations
Amazon Smile
American Trading and Production Corporation
Association of Children's Museums
Ballard Spahr LLP
Baltimore Nonprofit Relief Fund, a partnership
between Baltimore City and the Baltimore Civic Fund
Baltimore Community Foundation
The Citizens of Baltimore County
Bank of America
BGE
Campbell Foundation, Inc.
CareFirst Blue Cross Blue Shield
Jack Kent Cooke Foundation
Corporate Office Properties Trust
Creative Museum Services
Deus Ex Machina Family Fund
Dr. Frank C. Marino Foundation, Inc.
Eureka Strategic Consulting
Exelon Corporation
Flavor & Fragrance Specialties, Inc.
France-Merrick Foundation
The Goldseker Foundation
The Goldsmith Family Foundation, Inc.
The LaVerna Hahn Charitable Trust
The Henson Development Company, Inc.
Homelight
Howard County Government and the Howard County
Arts Council
The Huether/McClelland Foundation, Inc.
Institute of Museum and Library Services
JMI Equity
The Kahlert Foundation, Inc.
The Matthew Korn and Cynthia Miller Family
Foundation
The John J. Leidy Foundation
Mary and Daniel Loughran Foundation
M&T Bank
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Lois & Philip Macht Family Philanthropic Fund of The
Associated
Maryland 529 College Savings Plan
Maryland Care Management
Maryland Department of Housing & Community
Development
Maryland State Arts Council
McCormick & Company, Inc.
The John P. and Elizabeth Y. McKinnell Family Fund
The Morris A. Mechanic Foundation, Inc.
Joseph & Harvey Meyerhoff Family Charitable Funds
Network for Good
Northrop Grumman Corporation
The Orokawa Foundation
J.S. Plank and D.M. DiCarlo Family Foundation, Inc.
Ports America Chesapeake, LLC
PricewaterhouseCoopers
PricewaterhouseCoopers Charitable Foundation
Nora Roberts Foundation
Safeway
Schwab Charitable
Ida & Joseph Shapiro Foundation, Inc.
Snug Books, LLC
Small Business Administration
Stewart Title Guaranty
The Aaron and Lillie Straus Foundation, Inc.
T. Rowe Price
Target
TD Bank
Transamerica
The Venable Foundation
E.C. Wareheim Foundation
WBAL Kids Campaign
WillScot Mobile Mini
Thomas Wilson Foundation
Womans Club of Roland Park
Ziger/Snead LLP
and an Anonymous Organization
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Thank You!
Individuals

Abiade Adeleye
Adefolake Akinsanya
William Anderson
Susan and Bowie Arnot
Rhea Arnot and Helmut Jenkner
Alexander Baer
Erin and Douglas Becker
Rheda Becker and Robert Meyerhoff
Jennifer and Tony Bedon
Katie Beltz and Emanuel Figueroa
Berman-Disviscour Family
Brenda Bodian
Bart Boland
Winifred and Neal Borden
Leslie Borenstein and Joe Feldman
Elizabeth and Timothy Boswell
Liz and Graham Boyce
Courtney Branagan
Monica Brandes and George F. Jones
Sha'llah Brewton
Sana and Andy Brooks
Mary Catherine Bunting
Louis Campbell
Kim and Steve Canaras
Holly and Peter Carnevale
Grace Carney
Angela and Steven Celestin
Catherine and Brandon Chasen
Ashley Clingman-Jackson
Pamela Collins
Cynthia Conklin and Bob Merbler
Robert D Cooke
Gwendolyn Cooper
Bonnie S. Copeland
Cathryn and Bill Corey
B.J. and William Cowie
Brian Dennin
Sarasi Desikan and Sal Dhanani
Rebecca Dezube
Betsy and Stuart Diamant-Cohen
Christine and Charles M. Eccles
Victoria Fan

Pamela O. Felton
Muffy and Charlie Fenwick
Leslye and Victor Fitterman
Susan and Michael Ford
Aimee and Mark Fulchino
Daniel Fulmer
Margaret and Bob Gabrys
Ciera Gallub
Jill and Ira Gansler
Carol Geidt
Elizabeth Glass
Shelley and Sheldon Goldseker
Laura Good
Katie and Jeffrey Graham 
Mary and Harold Graul
Angelica and Randy Gray
Barbara Greenblatt
Elizabeth Greenblatt
Marvin V. Greene
Melissa and Randy Guttman
Kathleen Hardway
Jeffrey Harrison
Ashley and Charlie Hatter
Dana Henson
Delaphine and Daniel Henson
Gina and Daniel Hirschhorn
Beverly T. Hoffberg
Patricia and Patrick Hoge
Jeannie Howe and Alan Kreizenbeck 
Nancy and Anthony Imbraguglio
Kathy Jennings
Meredith Johnston and Tiel Arnot
Julie Kang
Nikki and Michael Kastanakis
Adam Kayhoe
Dominique Kelly 
Mara-lee and Carim Khouzami
Patricia Kiser
Gretchen and Matthew Klaiber
Lela Knight
Erin and Owen Knott
Barbara and Robert Landau



Jen and Chad Lane 
Mary and Clarke Langrall, Jr.
Alan Leberknight
Gay and Chris Legg
Wendy LeNoir
Brooke Lierman and Eben Hansel
Jennifer and Jonathan Litchman
Linda LoCascio
Ratha Ly
Heather MacDonagh
Naveen Manchikatla
Zoraida Marrero
Catherine and George McClelland
Dan McCulley
Carroll and Peter McGill
Jennifer Mendelsohn and Greg Abel
Jodi Miller
Julie and Rob Minch
Pam and Bill Minor
Taryn Mitchell
Julie Modlin
Danielle Nekimken and Gayle Mahn
Jennifer Nolley
Janet and William Palmer
Kallie Parchman
Melanie Perreault, Ph.D.
Elizabeth and Barry Pearson
Jennifer and Brice Phillips
Esther Pinchasin
Mary and Gregory Pinkard
Ryan Pletzer
Joanne and Mark Pollak
Karol Pope
Barbara and Senator Dennis F. Rasmussen
Christine and Christopher Ripley
Jonathan Rivlin
Kathleen Roche
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Thank You!
Individuals

Richard Ronayne
Cheryl Ross
Daniel T. Russell
Jean and Robert Ryan
Nancy and John W. Sasser
Elaine and Robert W. Schaefer
Samuel Scherr
Dara and Charles Schnee
Barbara and Thomas Schweizer Jr.
Victoria Semanie
Barbara Shapiro
Natalie Sherman
James John Skordas Jr.
Hope Smith
Marta Erling Spangler
Katy Spencer
Toni and Jason St. John
Bonnie and Stuart Stainman
Samuel Stappler
Nancy and Howard Steiner
Joan and Gordon Stetz
Lisa and Barry Stoler
Barbara and John Tachovsky
Nora and Jeffrey Thompson
Jed Van Dyke
Sara Warfield
Norris West
Michele L. Whelley
Amanda White
Shelley and Adam Williams
Mary Williams
Ellen Yankellow and Bill Chapman
Daisy and Gavin Yongquist
Erin and Jeff Wahl
Steve Ziger and Jamie Snead
Lisa and Morry Zolet
and several Anonymous Donors
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Board of Directors
This list represents the Museum Board of Directors as of June 30, 2022

Dennis F. Rasmussen, Board Chair
President, The Rasmussen Group

Monica Brandes, Board Vice Chair
Senior Vice President, Bank of America

Carim Khouzami, Board Vice Chair
Chief Executive Officer, BGE

Mark Pollak, Esq., Board Secretary
Partner, Ballard Spahr, LLP

Gordon M. Stetz, Jr., Board Treasurer
Retired CFO - McCormick & Co., Inc.

*****

Stephen Canaras
Partner, Growth Markets, Assurance, Ernst & Young
LLP

Holly Carnevale
Partner, PricewaterhouseCoopers

Angela Celestin 
EVP and Chief Human Resources Officer, Carefirst 

William S. Corey, Jr.
Board of Directors, Stewart Title, GSE Systems and
Fundbox

Sal Dhanani
Vice President, Corporate Strategy, T. Rowe Price 

Daniel Fulmer
Administrative Vice President, Retail Senior Sales
Strategy and Planning Manager, M&T Bank

Robert E. Gabrys, Ph.D.
Chief Educational Program Officer, NASA/Goddard
Space Flight Center

Jeffrey Graham 
Director, Commercial Finance, Pandora Jewelry, LLC

Randy Guttman
General Partner & CFO, JMI Equity

Kathleen S. Hardway 
Partner, Venable, LLP

Charlie Hatter 
Owner, Prime Building Advantage & Monument
Sotheby’s International Realty

Dana Henson
Vice President, The Henson Development Company

Anthony V. Imbraguglio
VP Finance, US Consumer Products Division,
McCormick & Company 

Dominique Kelly 
Senior Medical Director, BioMarin Pharmaceutical,
Inc. 

Matthew D. Klaiber
Principal, Miles & Stockbridge P.C.

Chad Lane 
President, Allegis Global Solutions 

Clarke Langrall, Jr.
President, Forecast Strategic Advisors

Gay G. Legg
Community Advocate

Brooke Lierman
Maryland State House of Delegates 

Jennifer B. Litchman, MA
Chief Communications Officer and Vice President,
University of Maryland, Baltimore



William Palmer
Executive Vice President, Flavor & Fragrance
Specialties, Inc. (retired)

Teresa Payne-Nunn
Vice President and Chief Member Officer, Executive
Leadership Council

Melanie Perreault, Ph.D.
Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic
Affairs, Towson University 

Brice Phillips 
Vice President, Business Development and
Sustainability, Phillips Foods, Inc.

Thomas S. Pilkerton III
Partner, DLA Piper

Christopher S. Ripley 
President and CEO, Sinclair Broadcast Group 

Shantell Roberts 
Founder & Executive Director, Touching Young
Lives, Inc.

Daniel Russell 
Partner, HeimLantz CPAs & Advisors, LLC

Barbara Tachovsky
Community Advocate

Morry Zolet 
Executive Director, The Zolet Lenet and Fink Group
at Morgan Stanley

Douglas L. Becker, Chair Emeritus 
Founder, Laureate Education, Inc.
Founder and Partner, Sterling Partner
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Board of Directors
This list represents the Museum Board of Directors as of June 30, 2022
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Explorers Council

Elizabeth Greenblatt, Chair
Portfolio Manager, M&T Bank

Ben Ballard
Sr. Manager Investment Product Marketing, T. Rowe
Price 

Katie Beltz 
General Manger & Owner, Snug Books LLC

Brian Bourne 
Global Federal Account Director, Century Link 

Christopher Burns 
Associate, Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr 

Zachary Bussey 
Senior Account, Eureka Strategic Consulting 

Stanley Carignan 
Attorney, State Farm

Jessica Chernyavsky 
President, Xander Government Solutions 

Ciera Gallub
HorizonWALKS and Horizon on Wheels Coordinator,
Horizon Day Camp

Kyle Goodwin
Director of Technology Solutions, Terrapin Pharmacy 

Tim Hartnett 
Client Advisor, JP Morgan Chase 

Wendy LeNoir 
Chief of Staff to CEO, BGE

Sean Sutherland 
Director of Accounts, Kapowza 

Debra Temple
Director, Human Resources and Global Talent
Management, GP Strategies Corporation 

Maja Tokic 
Project Architect, Moya Design Partners 

Lea White Young 
Director of Sales and Business Development, Better
Business Bureau 



Founded in 1998 and located in Baltimore City’s Inner Harbor, Port Discovery is the
region’s preeminent children’s museum. Port Discovery’s mission is to connect children
and families to opportunities for purposeful play and learning within our walls and
beyond.

With 80,000 square feet of exhibits, experiences, and programs, a day at Port Discovery
encourages children to use their imagination, explore how things work, build confidence,
and learn and practice social and emotional skills. Since opening in 1998, the Museum has
served over 5 million visitors as one of the Mid-Atlantic region’s leading children’s
museum and is one of the top four most visited museums in Baltimore. 
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35 Market Place
Baltimore, Md 21202

 
http://portdiscovery.org 
Main Line: 410-727-8120
info@portdiscovery.org

http://portdiscovery.org
mailto:info@portdiscovery.org
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