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OPTIMISM &

COMMUNITY

These have been the words in my heart as the Museum closed the 2023 fiscal year. The past twelve
months have shown, to me, the critical value that a children’s museum can bring to a city - as a venue for
joy and learning for children and their families; a resource for parents, caregivers, and teachers; and a
community anchor for the well-being of our region. | am so proud of the work of the Museum team, from
our front-line Play Experts to our Board of Directors, and | am excited to share a few highlights:

. After an admittedly slow start in the fall, school field trip bookings EXPLODED in winter and spring
2023. Port Discovery hosted over 23,000 students and their teachers on an Explor-A-Tour, which
connects science, engineering, art, and history to hands-on activities and Museum exhibits.

. We welcomed over 13,000 children and caregivers through the PlayMakers access program, which
provides reduced admission of $3 per person to Maryland families who present an EBT/
Independence Card or WIC ID card, available any day the Museum is open to the general public - a
75% increase from last year’s visitorship!

. We expanded our Two Generations at Play programs across the region, establishing new
partnerships in Howard and Montgomery Counties, to serve nearly 300 low-income
parents/caregivers and their children with parenting workshops and resources to learn bonding
strategies, purposeful play approaches, network, and build support systems.

. We renewed our commitment to families with special needs and disabilities with the launch of
monthly Sensory Friendly Hours, dedicated staff training, and partnerships with regional children's
hospitals to provide free admission for young patients.

Lastly, | am especially pleased to share that Port Discovery was featured in the New York Times in April
about the important role children's museums play in childhood development and learning. The article,
"Children’s Museums Are Growing Intellectually and Emotionally" (April 27, 2023), highlights
groundbreaking programs from around the country, with a focus on Port Discovery's very own social-
emotional learning program, Ted-Dy Talks.

This is just taste of our accomplishments for the year! | invite you to review this blueprint of our successes
in FY2023, so much of which could not have happened without the essential support of our advocates,
champions, and allies who are listed in this report.

With gratitude,

Vi Tt

Carter Arnot Polakoff
President and CEO
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FY2023 By the Numbers

Total attendance between July 1, 2022 and June 30, 2023
Museum memberships sold or renewed

Students and youth who came to the Museum as part of an in-
person field trip — over 60% representing Title | Schools

Playmakers attendance (a 75% increase from FY22!)

Attendance for $5 Community Days

7 541 Military service personnel who visited as part of our reduced
! admission program Salute the Troops

Economic Impact

%k The Museum employs 70 staff (35 full time + 35 part time)

%k 50% of admission visitors receive free or reduced entry through our various
access initiatives

%k Port Discovery invested $1 million on goods and services in the community

¥ The Museum hosted 288 corporate volunteers from 9 businesses who dedicated
653 hours to essential projects around the Museum

%k Provided unlimited free admission tickets to health partners such as Johns
Hopkins Hospital’s Kennedy Krieger Institute, Mt Washington Pediatric Hospital,
and Ronald McDonald House as part of our Nonprofit Partner Access Fund.

R —————— A

¥k Port Discovery serves visitors from
the Baltimore region and beyond.

« 25% Baltimore City This fund offers free Museum
+ 11% Baltimore County tickets to family clients served
e 37% Maryland state by our health and hospital

« 17% VA / PA / D.C. partners. For these families,
 10% other states whose children have extended

hospital stays, a day of play is
very much desired and needed
as part of a recovery plan.
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Program Highlight: Two Generations at Play

Piloted in 2021, Two Generations At Play has become a core pillar of Port Discovery’s work in
support of the growth and development of young children in conjunction with strengthening the
relationships with their caregivers. In the past year, this program’s success has been measured
by overwhelmingly positive participant feedback, expansion into more Maryland counties, and
recognition at a national conference and by national funders. We are proud to report that, in
FY2023, Two Generations At Play:

+ Hosted 4 cohorts of Parents At Play over 16 workshops + 3 special one-session intensives

« Hosted 2 cohorts of Fathers At Play over 6 workshops

« Established cohorts in Baltimore City, Howard County, and Montgomery County

+ Partnered with Promise Heights, Center for Urban Families, Howard County Judy Center,
Sheppard Pratt Family Discovery Center, Bedtime in a Box, and Urban Strategies

+ Served a total of 112 parents/caregivers and 184 children between the ages of 1 and 10

Program Highlight: Sensory Friendly Sundays

In FY2023, Port Discovery deepened its service to families with special needs by launching
dedicated Sensory Hours at the Museum. Taking place one Sunday each month, the Museum
welcomes families for a morning of play within a modified Museum environment (dimmed
lights, no music, limited capacity) that better supports children with certain disabilities and
sensory sensitivities. In FY2023, Port Discovery welcomed 486 children and caregivers to the
Museum during Sensory Friendly hours.

"We were so thankful to be able to attend Sensory
Friendly hours. We brought our own headphones from
home, but many of the fidgets included in the sensory

bag were so helpful! The staff was so wonderful and

kind. Every exhibit was so much fun and joyful for our

children (and adults!). | especially liked seeing braille

books in the Oasis. It made my heart burst with joy at
the thoughtful inclusivity."

Parent feedback, Sensory Sundays (May 2023)
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On Saturday, November 19, 2022 brought the long-awaited
return of one of Port Discovery’s most fun signature events -
Hops & Vines. This was a grown-up friend-raiser that brought
together the best breweries and wineries from around the
region for an evening of premier tastings and merriments.

Hops & Vines was presented by the Explorer’s Council, Port
Discovery’s young professionals advisory board. The event
brought in a sold-out crowd of partygoers who raised over
$27,000 for the Museum'’s educational and access programs.

Title Sponsors
JMI Equity
The Shops at Kenilworth

Presenting Sponsors

Kapowza
RMF Engineering

Museum Champion Sponsors

Eureka Strategic Consulting
University of Maryland, Baltimore
Xander Government Solutions

Museum Advocate Sponsors

Ernst & Young

Keily Bonadio Attorneys at Law
Ruth Shaw, Inc.

Saul Ewing, LLP

Snug Books, LLC

Ziger Snead Architects

Individual Donors

Lilly Hunter

Nia Lizanna

Alexis & Ashley Thompson
Kira Toulson

Special thanks to all 2022 Hops & Vines
participating vendors!

Boordy Vineyards, Charm City Meadworks, D)
Richard Manson, DuClaw Brewing Company,
Forever Cottman 360, Guilford Hall Brewery, Lytos
Vodka, Mother Shuckers, Old Line Spirits, Phillips
Seafood Restaurant, Pure Raw Juice, Underground
Pizza Company, Union Craft Brewing, Vaccaro's
ltalian Pastry Shop, Wet City Brewing, The Wine
Source




EORWARD

FUTURE OF PLAY

On Friday, March 31, 2023, Port Discovery hosted its annual signature fundraiser -

Play It Forward. This year, we invited guests to consider the Future of Play with an evening
of time travel, holodecks, Al, fortune telling, and more. The Museum was thrilled to have a
sold-out crowd that raised over $250,000 for core programming.
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PlayMakers for All
J.S. Plank & D.M. DiCarlo Family Foundation, Inc.
Lewis Contractors

Generations at Play

McCormick & Co., Inc.

Sinclair Broadcast Group

University of Maryland, Baltimore

The Whiting-Turner Contracting Company

Heroes at Play

BGE

Bike Powered Events
The Cordish Companies
Ashley & Dan Flamholz
The Houff Foundation/Ashley & Charlie Hatter
JMI Equity

M&T Bank

Janet & Willy Palmer
George A. Roche
Joanie & Gordon Stetz

Role Model

Chasen Companies

DLA Piper LLP

Ernst & Young, LLP

First National Bank

Melissa & Randy Guttman

Heritage Financial Consultants
JPMorgan Chase & Co.

Monument Sotheby’s International Realty
Phillips Foods and Seafood Restaurant
PricewaterhouseCoopers

Jennifer Qiu/Sushi Q LLC

The Quantum Group

The Ramussen Group/Dennis Rasmussen
Stewart Title Guaranty Company

Zolet Lenet and Fink Group at Morgan Stanley

PD Friend

Monica Brandes & George Jones
Capital Services

Cathryn & Bill Corey

Greenleaf Construction

Nancy & Tony Imbraguglio
Allison & Tim Perry

Individual Donors

Helen & Fran Anderson
Leslie B. Borenstein

Ebony Dashiell-Aje

Muffy & Charlie Fenwick
Lilly Hunter

Nancy & Anthony Imbraguglio
Amy Macht & George Grose
Cathy & George McClelland
Melanie Perreault

Martina & Nick Dilks

Julie & Aaron Heath

Patricia & Patrick Hoge
Blaire Miller

Sarah Regan
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Thank Youl!

Thank you to all of our supporters who gave in the past year! Your donations were essential for Port
Discovery as we reaffirmed our role as a community partner, learning lab, and resource for all families,
regardless of need, income, configuration, or ability. Your trust in the museum to serve Maryland’s
children provided our staff and board the motivation to persevere, innovate, and deliver.

*The lists below represents gifts and donations made across all museum campaigns between July 2022 and June 2023*

Organizations

Allegis Group Foundation

ATAPCO

Ballard Spahr, LLP

Baltimore Civic Fund

Baltimore National Heritage Area

Bank of America

BGE

Blanket Fort Foundation

Campbell Foundation

CareFirst

Causality

Citizens of Baltimore County

Constellation

Corporate Office Properties Trust

Dr. Frank C. Marino Foundation

E.C. Wareheim Foundation

The Goldsmith Family Foundation

Gross, Mendelsohn & Associates

Herbert Bearman Foundation

Hearst Foundations

Helen Pumphrey Denit Charitable Trust

Howard County Arts Council/Howard County

Government

Ida & Joseph Shapiro Foundation

The Institute of Museum & Library Services

Jack Kent Cooke Foundation

The John J. Leidy Foundation

Joseph and Harvey Meyerhoff Family Charitable
Funds

JMI Equity

The Kahlert Foundation

The LaVerna Hahn Charitable Trust

Lois & Philip Macht Family Philanthropic Fund

MECU

M&T Bank

The Marion I. and Henry J. Knott Foundation

Mary and Daniel Loughran Foundation

Maryland 529 College Savings Plan

Maryland Department of Housing and Community
Development

Maryland State Arts Council

Maryland State Department of Education

McCormick & Company, Inc.

Middendorf Foundation

The Morris A. Mechanic Foundation

Nauticon

Nora Roberts Foundation

Northrop Grumman Corporation

The Orokawa Foundation

Pandora Jewelry, LLC

PNC Bank

PNC Charitable Trusts

Ports America Chesapeake, LLC and The STA of
Baltimore Charitable Legacy, Inc

PricewaterhouseCoopers Charitable Foundation

Resolute Technologies

Ruth Shaw, Inc.

Safeway, Inc.

State of Maryland

T Rowe Price Foundation

Target Giving Circle Program

TD Bank

Thomas Wilson Foundation

Transamerica

University of Maryland, Baltimore

Walmart Foundation

The Wawa Foundation

Wegmans

and an Anonymous Foundation

P<RT DiscoVERY

Children’s Museum



Thank You!

Individuals

David Abramoff

Loni Alezra

Matthew Allman

Gila Allswang

William Anderson

Tracey Andrew

Susan and Bowie Arnot

Rhea Arnot and Helmut Jenkner
Shelby Attman

Bonnie Aubuchon

Alexander Baer

O’Brian Banner

Emily Barczak

Deb and Matt Baum

Erin and Douglas Becker

Rheda Becker and Robert Meyerhoff
Katie Beltz and Emanuel Figueroa
Randi and Adam Benesch
Elizabeth Benner

lkeda Betts

Brenda Bodian

Winifred and Neal Borden

Leslie B. Borenstein

Frank Boston

Elizabeth and Timothy Boswell
Carlton Bradshaw

Monica Brandes and George F. Jones
Ronae and Malcolm Brock
Kim Brock

Annie Brown

Destiny Brown

Mary Catherine Bunting
Kim and Steve Canaras
Holly and Peter Carnevale
Angela and Steven Celestin
Catherine and Brandon Chasen
Pamela Collins

Brian Comes

Larry Contrella

Erin and Robert Cooke
Cathryn and Bill Corey

B.J. and William Cowie
Brian Cunningham

Ebony Dashiell-Aje

8

Krystal Days

Sarasi Desikan and Sal Dhanani
Daniel DeWyngaert

Lauren Dodson

Christopher Dostal

Christine and Charles M. Eccles
Jason Eckles

Christine Espenshade

Laurie Fabius

Pamela O. Felton

Uliana Fenner

Leslye and Victor Fitterman
Susan and Michael Ford
Elaine Freeman

Aimee and Mark Fulchino
Daniel Fulmer

Anne Cantler Fulwiler
Margaret and Bob Gabrys
Geoffrey Garth

Michelle and David Greenberg
Janee Gilbeaux

Kelly Gilpin Clarke

Katie Goetz

Shelley and Sheldon Goldseker
Lauren Hall

Nancy and Bruce Hamilton
Andrew Hartsig

Katie and Jeffrey Graham
Mary and Harold Graul
Angelica and Randy Gray
Barbara Greenblatt

Elizabeth Greenblatt and Steven Buckler
Melissa and Randy Guttman

Justin Harvey

Carlisle Hashim

Ashley and Charlie Hatter

Julie Heath

James Heidbreder

Dana Henson

Delaphine and Daniel Henson

Debra Hettleman

Kirsten Hitchcox

Gina and Daniel Hirschhorn

Betsey and Greg Hobelmann
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Thank Youl!

Individuals

Lisa Icenroad

Nancy and Anthony Imbraguglio
Janel Jackson

Mia Jackson

Alexandra Javier

Chris Jeschke

Meredith Johnston and Tiel Arnot
Nikki and Michael Kastanakis
Carrie Kelly

Dominique Kelly

Edward Kenney

Jonathan Kerr

Paige Ketcham

Mara-lee and Carim Khouzami
Erin and Owen Knoftt

Barbara and Robert Landau

Jen and Chad Lane

Mary and Clarke Langrall, Jr.
Michelle Le

Julia Lee

Gay and Chris Legg

Glenn Leitch

Wendy LeNoir

Richard Lintker

Jennifer and Jonathan Litchman
Nia Lizanna

Catherine and George McClelland
Kathy McGinley

Elizabeth and John P. McKinnell, Jr.
Jerome Mlack

Eboni Mosley

Danielle Nekimken and Gayle Mahn
Ton Nguyen

Richard O'Brien

Douglas Pacheco

Janet and William Palmer

Kellye Palmer

Bryn and Todd Parchman
Melissa Paton

Melanie Perreault

Erin Peryea

Jennifer and Brice Phillips

Mary and Gregory Pinkard
Gabrielle Podlesny

Joanne and Mark Pollak
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Mark Rabinowitz

Justin Radanovic

Tyree Ramsey-Palmer
Senator Dennis F. Rasmussen
Sarah Regan

Kiersten Riffert

Christine and Christopher Ripley
Jonathan Rivlin

Shantell Roberts

Daniel T. Russell

Nancy and John W. Sasser
Elaine and Robert W. Schaefer
Mark Schindler

Maggie Schmitt

Patricia and Kurt L. Schmoke
Barbara and Thomas Schweiz
Barbara Shapiro

Natalie Sherman

James John Skordas Jr.
Bonnie and Stuart Stainman
Sarah Stanziano

Nancy and Howard Steiner
Joan and Gordon Stetz

Sian Stimpert

Lisa and Barry Stoler

Julie Stone

Nicole Strauss

David Stysley

Barbara and John Tachovsky
Nora and Jeffrey Thompson
Kira Toulson

Jed Van Dyke

Jill Walker

Samantha Wallace

Edward Walton

Erica and Brent Warner
Michele L. Whelley

Mary Williams

Shelley and Adam Williams
Matthew and Christy Wyskiel
Jeannie Yoon

Daisy and Gavin Yongquist
Erin and Jeff Wahl

Steve Ziger and Jamie Snead
Lisa and Morry Zolet
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Board of Directors

This list represents the Museum Board of Directors in FY2023

Dennis F. Rasmussen, Board Chair
President, The Rasmussen Group

Monica Brandes, Board Vice Chair
Senior Vice President, Bank of America

Carim Khouzami, Board Vice Chair
Chief Executive Officer, BGE

Mark Pollak, Esq., Board Secretary
Partner, Ballard Spahr, LLP

Gordon M. Stetz, Jr., Board Treasurer
CFO, McCormick & Co., Inc. (retired)

*Ahkkk

Stephen Canaras
Partner, Growth Markets, Assurance, Ernst & Young
LLP

Holly Carnevale
Partner, PricewaterhouseCoopers

Angela Celestin
EVP and Chief Human Resources Officer, Carefirst

William S. Corey, Jr.
Board of Directors, Stewart Title, GSE Systems and
Fundbox

Sal Dhanani
Vice President, Corporate Strategy, T. Rowe Price

Daniel Fulmer
Administrative Vice President, Retail Senior Sales
Strategy and Planning Manager, M&T Bank

Robert E. Gabrys, Ph.D.
Chief Educational Program Officer, NASA/Goddard
Space Flight Center

Jeffrey Graham
Director, Commercial Finance, Pandora Jewelry, LLC
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Teri Guarnaccia
Partner, Ballard Spahr

Todd Gustin
Partner, Venable LLP

Randy Guttman
General Partner & CFO, JMI Equity

Kathleen S. Hardway
Partner, Venable, LLP

Ashley Hatter
Community Advocate

Dana Henson
Vice President, The Henson Development Company

Anthony V. Imbraguglio
VP Finance, US Consumer Products Division,
McCormick & Company

Claudia Jolin
Vice President of Economic Development, Downtown
Partnership of Baltimore

Dominique Kelly
Senior Medical Director, BioMarin Pharmaceutical,
Inc.

Chad Lane
President, Allegis Global Solutions

Clarke Langrall, Jr.
President, Forecast Strategic Advisors

Gay G. Legg
Community Advocate

Jennifer B. Litchman, MA
Chief Communications Officer and Vice President,
University of Maryland, Baltimore
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Board of Directors

This list represents the Museum Board of Directors in FY2023

William Palmer
Executive Vice President, Flavor & Fragrance
Specialties, Inc. (retfired)

Melanie Perreault, Ph.D.
Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic
Affairs, Towson University

Brice Phillips
Vice President, Business Development and
Sustainability, Phillips Foods, Inc.

Thomas S. Pilkerton Il
Partner, DLA Piper

Christopher S. Ripley
President and CEQO, Sinclair Broadcast Group

Shantell Roberts
Senior Workforce Development Specialist, BGE

Daniel Russell
Partner, HeimLantz CPAs & Advisors, LLC

Barbara Tachovsky
Community Advocate

Alexis “Lucky” Thompson
Owner, Lucky’s Coffee, Ice Cream & Candy

Morry Zolet
Executive Director, The Zolet Lenet and Fink Group
at Morgan Stanley

Douglas L. Becker, Chair Emeritus
Founder, Laureate Education, Inc.
Founder and Partner, Sterling Partner

PoRT DiscoVeRY

Children’s Museum




Explorers Council

Elizabeth Greenblatt, Chair
Portfolio Manager, M&T Bank

Ben Ballard
Sr. Manager Investment Product Marketing, T. Rowe
Price

Grace Beal
Local Marketing Specialist, The Baltimore Banner

Katie Beltz
Owner & General Manager, Snug Books LLC

Zachary Bussey
Senior Account, Eureka Strategic Consulting

Stanley Carignan
Attorney, State Farm

Jessica Chernyavsky
President, Xander Government Solutions

Brian Cunningham
Senior Manager, Ernst & Young

Ciera Gallub
HorizonWALKS and Horizon on Wheels Coordinator,
Horizon Day Camp
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Kyle Goodwin
Director of Technology Solutions, Terrapin Pharmacy

Tim Hartnett
Client Advisor, JP Morgan Chase

Kayleigh Keilty
Partner, Saul Ewing

Wendy LeNoir
Chief of Staff to CEO, BGE

Sean Sutherland
Director of MArketing, idFive

Paul Taylor Il
ESG Manager, PwC Trust Solutions

Debra Temple
Director, Human Resources and Global Talent
Management, GP Strategies Corporation

Maja Tokic
Project Architect, Moya Design Partners

Lea White Young
Director of Sales and Business Development, Better
Business Bureau
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COVERY

’s Museum

The mission of Port Discovery Children’s Museum is to provide unique opportunities and
high-quality experiences that make play accessible, educational, and fun for all. Our work
is driven by the vision to foster joy, connections, laughter, and learning through purposeful
play. We believe in a world where the value of learning through play is recognized and
respected, backed by the science that demonstrates the power of play to transform the
lives of children (and their families).

With 80,000 square feet of exhibits, experiences, and programs, a day at Port Discovery
encourages children to use their imagination, explore how things work, build confidence,
and learn and practice social and emotional skills. Since opening in 1998, the Museum has
served over 5 million visitors as one of the Mid-Atlantic region’s leading children’s
museum and is one of the top four most visited museums in Baltimore.

35 Market Place
Baltimore, Md 21202

http://portdiscovery.org
Main Line: 410-727-8120
info@portdiscovery.org
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