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The close of the fiscal year has been a joyful reminder of Port Discovery’s place in our community,
as we reflected on a significant milestone – the Museum’s 25th Anniversary! Celebrations kicked-
off in January with a special media event, and continued through the year with signature
educational themed weekends, a very notable Play It Forward gala in April, and culminated with a
community birthday bash in June that invited families, past and present, to visit Port Discovery for
a free day of play! All of these exciting celebrations happened alongside our ongoing, high-quality
programming, which form the core of Port Discovery’s work. I am so proud to share notable
highlights, such as:

Our Parents At Play program expanded to serve the first cohort of Grandparents At Play!
Hosted in partnership with the Baltimore County Jewish Community Center, this program
provided caregiving resources and education to one dozen grandparents and their young
grandchildren.

The Museum selected three artists to participate in our inaugural Artist Exhibit Program, which
invites local creatives to share their artwork upon our walls and reach the next generation of
museum-goers. Regional artists Kay Lee and Gary Mullen installed new painted works that
have enlivened our second-floor walls. Baltimore-based Bridget Cimino transformed our
Atrium south wall with an amazing mural that pays homage to the water- and landscape of
the Chesapeake. 

The launch of the Discovery Crew, a youth ambassador program that invited 15 exceptional
young folk, ages 4 to 10, to share their voices with the Museum. Our Crew members spent the
past months participating in special events, reporting on Museum happenings, and test driving
new Museum programs.

PlayMakers continues to grow as a necessary and vital program for Maryland families.
PlayMakers visitorship grew again, this year by 30%, and families are coming to Port Discovery
from as far away as Hagerstown and Washington County.

We had so much to celebrate in FY2024, all of which could not have been done without the
support of our devoted Board of Directors, dedicated Museum staff, generous funders, and YOU –
the parents, teachers, advocates, and caregivers who understand how important it is for our city
and region to have a robust and thriving children’s museum. After reading this report, we hope
you too remain inspired by the work Port Discovery is doing, and we look forward to partnering
with you in the next year and beyond!

PAST, PRESENT
AND FUTURE FY2024

With gratitude,

Carter Arnot Polakoff
President and CEO1



Economic Impact
The Museum employed 65 full and part-time staff

50% of visitors receive free or reduced entry through our various access
initiatives

Port Discovery invested $1 million on goods and services in the community

Hosted 233 corporate volunteers from ten regional businesses who served over
1,000 hours assisting on essential Museum projects

Provided unlimited free admission tickets to health partners such as Johns
Hopkins Hospital’s Kennedy Krieger Institute, Believe in Tomorrow, Casey Cares,
Mt Washington Pediatric Hospital, and Ronald McDonald House as part of our
Nonprofit Partner Access Fund.

FY2024 By the Numbers
Total attendance between July 1, 2023 and June 30, 2024 194,401

6,701

22,922

17,863

3,178

732
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Museum memberships sold or renewed

Students and teachers who came to the Museum as part of an 
in-person field trip, 62% of which represent Title 1 schools

PlayMakers attendance (a 30% increase from FY23!)

Attendance for $10 Community Days 

Parents, grandparents, caregivers and their young children who
received direct service as part of a Parents at Play cohort, our
signature multigenerational program that provides parenting
resources, tools, and strategies to caregivers in support of play-
based learning and early childhood development

4,750 Military service personnel and veterans who came as part of the
Salute the Troops program, including over 150 families who came
for a free evening of play-based learning at Port Discovery’s USO
Night



FY2024 Geographic Visitor Spread 
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Visitors from all Maryland counties came to Port Discovery
for a day of purposeful learning with play in FY2024! 

Nationwide Visitors
Maryland State Visitors



On June 2, 2024, Port Discovery hosted one of the most important events of the anniversary
year – a Community Birthday Bash! For this event, we opened our doors for a free party to
celebrate 25 years of learning and play. The day-long fest saw over 800 families who engaged
with feature guest artists, performances, treats, and treasures that activated the Museum
inside and out. The Community Birthday Bash was our way of saying THANK YOU to all of the
children and families who have made memories at Port Discovery over the years. 

4

On January 18, 2024 Port Discovery announced the launch of two transformative
initiatives that will set the stage for the Museum’s next phase of growth. The At Play
Learning Institute and Exhibit Master Plan will confirm Port Discovery’s role as a
community hub and learning lab on the science of play.

At Play Learning Institute formally ties together Port Discovery’s multigenerational programs under
one educational unit that leverages the distinct assets of a children’s museum as a play-based
learning lab. It will be a hub that offers training, workshops, service hours, and resources to
strengthen those who have the most impact on a child’s wellbeing and positive development –
Maryland’s parents, guardians, and educators.

The Exhibit Master Plan is an inspiring and ambitious 5-year, $17.5 million initiative that transforms
Port Discovery into a state-of-the-art children’s educational space. Plans include a space fantasy
STEAM exhibit, low-sensory space, teaching kitchen and market, and ADA-accessible sky climber. 

Community Birthday Bash



Boordy Vineyards
Charm City Clue Room
Charm City Meadworks
DJ Kee Bee
Forever Cottman 360 
Guilford Hall Brewery
Hard Rock Café
Lytos Vodka
Milkhouse Brewery
Mobtown Brewing Company
P.N.B. Mother Shuckers
Pariah Brewing Company
Sandy Bottom Cocktails
Verde
Waffle-lious 

Special thanks to all 2024 Hops & Vines
participating vendors and 
entertainment partners!

On Saturday, February 24, 2024, Port Discovery
celebrated the grown-up kids in all of us with Hops &
Vines, our signature friend-raising party that brought
together the best breweries and wineries from around
the region for an evening of premier tastings and
merriment. 

The event brought in a crowd of over 500 party-goers
and raised over $10,000 in celebration of the Museum’s
25th Anniversary.
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On Friday, April 12, 2024, Port Discovery hosted its annual signature fundraiser – Play It
Forward. This year, we were thrilled to invite guests into our newly renovated Atrium for a
glow-it-up gala. We had a sold-out crowd of notable guests and raised nearly $300,000
in support of the PlayMakers access program. 
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PORT DISCOVERY’S 25TH ANNIVERSARY GLOW PARTY

P L A Y  I T  F O R W A R D
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Play Pioneer 
Erin & Doug Becker
Rheda Becker & Robert E. Meyerhoff
J.S. Plank & D.M. DiCarlo Family Foundation

Imagination Builders 
Lewis Contractors 
M&T Bank 
Sinclair, Inc.

Discovery Makers
BGE 
McCormick & Company, Inc. 
Janet & Willy Palmer 
The Whiting-Turner Contracting Company 

Creative Thinkers 
&Wealth
The Cordish Companies
DLA Piper LLP
The Houff Foundation/Ashley & Charlie Hatter 
JMI Equity
Monument Sotheby’s International Realty 
North American Millwright
Senator Dennis Rasmussen
George A. Roche
Stewart Title Guaranty
T. Rowe Price 
Zolet Lenet and Fink Group at Morgan Stanley 
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Party Goer 
Ballard Spahr LLP
Cathryn & Bill Corey
Ernst & Young LLP
Groove Commerce 
Nancy & Tony Imbraguglio
Knott Mechanical 
Medstar Health
Joanne & Mark Pollak
PricewaterhouseCoopers 
The Quantum Group

Fun-Raiser
AltaVista Strategic Partners 
Monica Brandes & George Jones 
Heritage Financial Consultants
Lucky’s Coffee, Ice Cream & Candy 
Keisha McClain/Robyn Murphy
Platform Construction, LLC

 PLAY IT FORWARD SPONSORS



Aegon Transamerica Foundation
Allegis
Allianz Trade Employee Action Fund
American Trading and Production Corporation
Arts for Learning Maryland
Association of Children's Museums
Citizens of Baltimore County
BGE
Baltimore National Heritage Area
Baltimore Summer Funding Collaborative
Bank of America
Blanket Fort Foundation 
Brown Advisory
The Campbell Foundation, Inc.
Capital Services, Inc
CareFirst
Corporate Office Properties Trust
Davis Family Foundation
Ensign C. Markland Kelly, Jr. Memorial Foundation
E.C. Wareheim Foundation
Goldsmith Family Foundation
Hard Rock Heals Foundation
The Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Foundation
Hearst Foundation
The Helen Pumphrey Denit Charitable Trust
The Herbert Bearman Foundation
Howard County Government
The Howard County Arts Council
Institute for Museum and Library Science
Jack Kent Cooke Foundation
JMI Equity, Inc
Joseph & Harvey Meyerhoff Family Charitable Funds
The Kahlert Foundation
The LaVerna Hahn Charitable Trust
Lilly Endowment
Lois & Philip Macht Family Philanthropic Fund
M&T Bank
The Marion I. and Henry J. Knott Foundation
Mary and Daniel Loughran Foundation
Maryland 529 
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Thank You!
Thank you to all of our supporters who gave in the past year! Your donations were essential for Port
Discovery as we reaffirmed our role as a community partner, learning lab, and resource for all families. 

*The list below represents gifts and donations made across all museum campaigns between July 1, 2023 and June 30, 2024*

Organizations
Maryland Department of Emergency Management
Maryland Department of Housing & Community Development
Maryland State Arts Council
Maryland State Department of Education
McCormick & Company
Morgan Stanley
The Morris A. Mechanic Foundation
Municipal Employees Credit Union of Baltimore, Inc
Nora Roberts Foundation
The Orokawa Foundation
Pandora Jewelry, LLC
PNC Bank
Ports America Chesapeake LLC and 
  the STA of Baltimore Charitable Legacy, Inc
PricewaterhouseCoopers Charitable Foundation
The Richman Foundation
Space Telescope Science Institute
State of Maryland
T. Rowe Price Foundation
Thomas Wilson Foundation
Venable Foundation
The Walmart Foundation
WBAL Kids Campaign
Wegmans Food Markets
The William G. Baker, Jr. Memorial Fund



Janet Abrahams
Arthur Affleck, III
Eleanor Albert
Kristen Allen
Helen and Francis Anderson
William Anderson
Brittany Angel
Susan and Bowie Arnot
Rhea Arnot and Helmut Jenkner
Bonnie Babe
Alexander Baer
Tamara Baer
Kerrington Banks
Mary Catherine Beach
Erin and Douglas L. Becker
Rheda Becker and Robert Meyerhoff
Katie Beltz and Emanuel Figueroa
Vance Benton
Jonathan Bicknell
Brenda J. Bodian
Winifred and Neal Borden
Leslie B. Borenstein
Justin Bowman
Nicholas Boxold
Liz and Graham Boyce
Boyd Bradshaw
Monica Brandes and George F. Jones 
Ronae and Malcolm Brock
Remington Brooks
Arlene and John Brothers
Annie Whitescarver Brown
Susan Brown
Elizabeth Buckler
Mary Catherine Bunting
Meryl Burgin
Blaire V. Burkhardt
Louis Campbell
Kim and Steve Canaras
Holly and Peter Carnevale
Candess Carter
Katie Carter
Nicole Castillo
Jessica Castle
Angela and Steven Celestin
Ernestine Chambers
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Thank You!
Individuals

Charlie Chiampou
Zack Chilton
Jeffrey Clary
Gianna Cocozzo
Ernest Coleman
David Collins and Rachel Arnot
Erin and Robert D. Cooke
Kathryn Corcoran
Cathryn and Bill Corey Jr.
Ellen and Bruce Crouthamel
Monica and Zach Cummins
Rachel Demma
Elana and Mike Deskin
Rebecca Dezube
Sarasi Desikan and Sal Dhanani
Dana DiCarlo
Martina and Nick Dilks
Andrea Donellan
Bernadine Dorsey
Laura Dudley
Kara Dunston
Amber Elburn
Sarah Evans
Pamela O. Felton
Margery and Charlie Fenwick
Amy Ferrer
Raina and Guy Filippelli
Brian Finkelstein
Ashley and Dan Flamholz
Susan and Michael Ford
Aaron Fray
Lynne French
Dan Fulmer
Barbara and Alan Gamse
Swata Gandhi
Jason Gay and Bessie Oster
Christina and Ethan Giffin
Morgan Gilligan and Jennifer Langford
Purnell Glenn
Nicole and Sidney Glick
Nancy Golub
Brian Gracie
Catherine Graham
Katie and Jeffrey Graham



Mary and Harold Graul Jr.
Olufunmi Greengold
Teri and Greg Guarnaccia
Uttara Gupta
Todd Gustin
Melissa and Randy Guttman
Michael Hales
Pickett Slater Harrington
Fagan Harris
Kimberly Harris
Ashley and Charlie Hatter
Rachel and Ian Heavers
Tim Heiss
Jason Hendricks
Dana Henson
Delaphine and Daniel Henson
Robin Hiken
Gina and Daniel Hirschhorn
Betsey and Greg Hobelmann
Patricia and Patrick Hoge
Brian Horn
Lilly and David Hunter
Vernon Hurte
Nancy and Anthony V. Imbraguglio
Daraius Irani
Patricia Jefferson
Meredith Johnston and Tiel Arnot
Claudia Jolin
Nikki and Mike Kastanakis
Dominique Kelly
Joseph Kelly
Maggie and Bruce Kennedy
Mara-lee and Carim Khouzami
Christine and Christopher Ripley
Patty and Justin Klein
Cara Shea Kohler
Christine and Nick Kouwenhoven
Jen and Chad Lane
Scott Law
LaTriece LeBlanc
Gay and Chris Legg
Traci and Mark Lerner
Ellen Levin
Joanna and Eric Lewis
Jeffrey Link
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Thank You!
Individuals

George Macauley
Amy Macht and George Grose
Sean and Elizabeth Martin
Veida McCampbell
Keisha McClean and Jameel McClain
Catherine and George McClelland
Jennifer and Paul McKinnell
Elizabeth and John P. McKinnell Jr.
Shaan Mehta
Gillian and Edward Meigs
Jean and Chris Mellott
Jillian Melnykevich
Julie and Robert Minch
Raymond Mitchener and Brian Comes
Jerome Mlack
Christopher Monti
Osjale Moorman
Diane Morain
Laurie A. Moran
Ben Morehead
Rebecca and Larry Mossing
Carla Murphy
Robyn and Jason Murphy
Nicole and Chris Janian
Meagan North
Adora Nwankwo
Rebecca Oshiro
Janet and Willy Palmer
Bryn and Todd Parchman
Dana Pariante
Nicole and Ryan Parker
Yojinde Paxton
Melanie Perreault
Jennifer and Brice Phillips
Carter and Sam Polakoff
Dorie and Tony Polakoff
Raellen and John Polan
Joanne and Mark Pollak Esq.
Kelli and John Puller
Barbara Brookard and Senator Dennis F. Rasmussen
Elodie Raver
Sarah Regan



Angela Riemer
Jonathan Rivlin
Shantell Roberts
Terri Roberts
Aaron Robinson
George A. Roche
Heather Rosenbloom
Peter Rubin
Scott Samels
Amy Santiago
Nancy and John W. Sasser
Stephanie Scarpinato
Suzanne Schauman
Donald and Laura Scheeler
Maggie Schmitt
Patricia and Kurt L. Schmoke
Dara and Charles Schnee
Tricia Selko
Victoria Semanie
Caroline Senatore
Barbara Shapiro
Eryn Lessard Sherman
Nancy Shippe
Cristel Sias
Karen Silverstrim
Jonathan Sinex
Steven A. Singh
Ashley Smith
Janet Marie Smith and Bart Harvey
Matt Snyder
Joan and Gordon Stetz Jr.
Shelonda Stokes
Samuel Strickland
Lizzy Sweeney
Deni Tabor
Melissa and Edward Taylor
Paul Taylor
Lucky and Ashley Thompson
Sonja Thorsvik
Anne Townsend
David F. Tufaro
Akila Viswanathan
Erin and Jeff Wahl
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Thank You!
Individuals

Taniesha Wallace Hardy
Sarah and Ned Walton
Haleigh West
Brian Wheeler
Michele L. Whelley
Jeff Wichmann
Amy and Jack Wilen
Mary Williams
John Wunder
Gregory Yakubovsky
Michael Yankovich
Daisy and Gavin Youngquist
Steve Ziger and Jamie Snead 
Thomas Zink
Lisa and Morry Zolet
Meredith Zuckerman
Brigid Zuknick



Dennis F. Rasmussen (Chair)
President – The Rasmussen Group

Mark Pollak, Esq. (Secretary)
Partner – Ballard Spahr, LLP

Monica Brandes (Treasurer+Vice Chair)
Managing Director, Senior Treasury Manager – 
Bank of America

Annie Whitescarver Brown
U.S. Intermediaries, Head of Broker/Dealer Distribution – 
T. Rowe Price

Stephen Canaras
Partner – Ernst & Young LLP

Holly Carnevale
Partner – PricewaterhouseCoopers

Angela Celestin
EVP and Chief Human Resources Officer – Carefirst

William S. Corey, Jr.
Board of Directors – Stewart Title, 
GSE Systems and Fundbox

Sal Dhanani
Vice President, Corporate Strategy – T. Rowe Price

Jeffrey Graham
Director, Commercial Finance – Pandora Jewelry, LLC

Teri Guarnaccia 
Partner – Ballard Spahr

Todd Gustin
Partner – Venable LLP

Randy Guttman
General Partner & CFO – JMI Equity

Ashley Hatter
Community advocate

Dana Henson
Vice President – The Henson Development Company

Patricia Hoge
Chief Academic Officer – Hudson Global Scholars
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Board of Directors
Anthony V. Imbraguglio
Vice President, Global FP&A and Treasury – 
McCormick & Company

Claudia Jolin 
Executive Director –  Baltimore Peninsula Partnership

Dominique Kelly
Senior Medical Director – BioMarin Pharmaceutical, Inc.

Chad Lane
Executive – Allegis Global Solutions

William Palmer
Retired EVP – Flavor & Fragrance Specialties, Inc

Melanie Perreault, Ph.D.
Provost & Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs -
Towson University

Brice Phillips
Vice President, Business Development & Sustainability -
Phillips Foods, Inc.

Thomas S. Pilkerton III
Partner – DLA Piper

Christopher S. Ripley
President & CEO – Sinclair Broadcast Group

Shantell Roberts
Senior Workforce Development Specialist – BGE

Steven A. Singh
Vice President, Electric Distribution – BGE

Alexis “Lucky” Thompson
Owner – Lucky’s Coffee, Ice Cream & Candy

Morry Zolet
Executive Director, The Zolet Lenet & Fink Group –
Morgan Stanley

Douglas L. Becker
Chair Emeritus
Founder – Laureate Education, Inc.; 
Founder – Sterling Partner

This list represents the Museum Board of Directors in FY2024
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Founded in 1998 and located in Baltimore City’s Inner Harbor, Port Discovery is the
region’s preeminent children’s museum. Port Discovery’s mission is to provide unique
opportunities and high-quality experiences that make play accessible, educational, and
fun for all. Our work is driven by the vision to foster joy, connections, laughter, and
learning through purposeful play. We believe in a world where the value of learning
through play is recognized and respected, backed by the science that demonstrates the
power of play to transform the lives of children (and their families). 

With 80,000 square feet of exhibits, experiences, and programs, a day at Port Discovery
encourages children to use their imagination, explore how things work, build confidence,
and learn and practice social and emotional skills. Since opening in 1998, the Museum
has served over 5.5 million visitors as one of the Mid-Atlantic region’s leading children’s
museums and is one of the top four most visited museums in Baltimore. 

 
35 Market Place

Baltimore, Md 21202
http://portdiscovery.org

Main Line: 410-727-8120
info@portdiscovery.org 

Office of the 
President & CEO

410-864-2667
ewahl@portdiscovery.org

Development & Marketing
410-864-2656

development@portdiscovery.org 

Memberships
410.864.2665

memberships@portdiscovery.org 

mailto:ewahl@portdiscovery.org
mailto:development@portdiscovery.org
mailto:%20memberships@portdiscovery.org

